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Personal Statement

I am a physician scientist with a broad background in Hematology, and specific training and expertise in translational research. After obtaining my board certification in hematology (2002), I spent a 2-year period as Visiting Scientist at National Cancer Institute (NCI/NIH, Bethesda, MD, U.S.A.) (2002-2004), increasing my expertise on anti-tumor immunotherapy and cancer vaccines in B-cell lymphoproliferative disorders. In 2007, I was appointed Assistant Professor of Hematology at the University of Torino and Attending Physician in Hematology at Città della Salute e della Scienza Hospital in Torino, Italy. In 2009, I obtained my PhD in Immunology and Cell Biology. In 2015, I established my own research group focusing on the reciprocal interactions between the immune system, the tumor microenvironment, and cancer cells in lymphoproliferative disorders. I was promoted to Associate Professor in 2019. From 2020 to 2023, I served as Director of the Postgraduate School of Hematology at the University of Torino. In May 2024, I was appointed Associate Professor of Hematology at the University of Insubria and Director of the Division of Hematology at Sette Laghi University Hospital in Varese, Italy. Since October 2025, I have been serving as interim Director of the Division of Oncology at the same institution. I am principal investigator of several research projects and clinical trials, and I am member of the Board of the Working Party GIMEMA on chronic lymphoproliferative disorders. I am lecturer and tutor in Hematology in the School of Medicine, lecturer within the PhD program in Clinical and Experimental Medicine and Medical Humanities and Director of the Postgraduate School of Hematology at the University of Insubria. 
Positions and employment
1998-2002
Post-doctoral fellow, Post-graduate School of Hematology, Department of Medicine and Experimental Oncology, University of Torino.
2003-2004 
Visiting Scientist hired by S.A.I.C. Inc., Experimental transplantation and Immunology Branch, National Cancer Institute, National Institute of Health, Bethesda, MA, U.S.A.
2007-2019
Assistant Professor, Department of molecular biotechnology and health sciences, University of Torino  
2007-2024
Staff physician, Division of Hematology, Città della Salute e della Scienza University Hospital of Torino - Via Genova, 3 10126, Torino.
2015-2024
Group leader, Laboratory of Translational Hematology, Department of Molecular Biotechnology and Health Sciences, University of Torino.
2019-2024
Associate Professor of Hematology, Department of Molecular Biotechnology and Health Sciences, University of Torino.

2020-2023
Director of the Postgraduate School of Hematology, University of Torino
2024-
Associate Professor of Hematology, Department of Medicine and Surgery, University of Insubria, Varese, Italy.
2024- 
Director of the Postgraduate School of Hematology, University of Insubria, Varese, Italy.

2024-
Director of the Division of Hematology, Sette Laghi University Hospital, Varese, Italy.

2025-
Interim Director of the Division of Oncology, Sette Laghi University Hospital, Varese, Italy.

Other Experience and Professional Records
1996-1998
Internship, Division of Hematology, University of Torino (clinical and research activity).
2002-2003
Research fellow, Experimental transplantation and Immunology Branch, National Cancer Institute, National Institute of Health, Bethesda, MA, U.S.A.
2005-2007
Research fellow, Division of Hematology, University of Torino.
2011
Training Course “Future Advances in Management Expertise” – Executive management training program for specialists in onco-hematology (three modules, two full days each), SDA Bocconi School of Management, Milan, Italy.
2012
Training Course “Future Advances in Management Expertise” – executive management training program for specialists in onco-hematology (one module, two full days), SDA Bocconi School of Management, Milan, Italy.
2016

National Academic Qualification as Associate Professor
2023

National Academic Qualification as Full Professor
2025 

Advanced Managerial Training Course for Directors of Healthcare Units
Honors and awards 
2004-2005
Fellowship San Giovanni Battista Hospital, Torino, Italy (clinical and research activity);
2005-2006
Fellowship “Fondazione Angela Bossolasco”, Torino, Italy (clinical and research activity);
2005
Annual AIL (Italian Association against Leukemia) “Simona Drappo” award for young researcher;
2006

Josè Carreras Foundation National award for young researchers;
2006-2007
Fellowship AIL (Associazione Italiana contro le leucemie- linfomi e mieloma) (clinical and research activity).
2020-
Member of the Scientific Committee in the Master Program Stem cells in Regenerative Medicine and Cell Factory Management, University of Torino.

2021
Invited chairman of the oral abstract session on “Cellular immunotherapy and gene therapy - Experimental” at the EHA2021Virtual Congress (June 9-17, 2021).

2021-
Member of the Board of the Working Party GIMEMA on chronic lymphoproliferative disorders (selected by the board of directors of the GIMEMA Foundation). 

Teaching employments
2007-2016 
Lecturer on “Hematology” in the School of Medicine, University of Torino. 
2007- 
Lecturer in the Post-graduate School of Hematology, University of Torino. 
2010-
Tutor within the Post-graduate School of Hematology, University of Torino.
2011-2015
Tutor within the Ph.D. Program in Life and Health Sciences, University of Torino.
2014-2024
Member of the organizing committee of the Post-graduate School of Hematology, University of Torino.

2019-2024
Lecturer of “Biotechnological therapies in Hematology” in the Biotechnology course of the University of Torino.
2019-2024
Teacher of “Clinic and pathology of the hemolymphopoietic and immune system” in the School of Medicine, University of Torino.
2020-2025
Lecturer in the Master Program II level - Stem cells in Regenerative Medicine and Cell Factory Management (Modules on CAR T-cell therapy), University of Torino.
2020-2022
Lecturer in the Post-graduate School of Allergology and Clinical Immunology, University of Torino.

2020-2024
Lecturer in the Post-graduate School of Anesthesiology and Intensive Care, University of Torino.
2021-2024
Lecturer in the Post-graduate School of Geriatrics, University of Torino.

2021-2024
Lecturer in the Post-graduate School of Radiotherapy, University of Torino.

2021-2024
Lecturer within the Ph.D. Program in Biomedical Sciences and Oncology, University of Torino.
2022-2024
Teacher of “Clinical applications of diagnostic technologies in hematology” in the School of Biotechnological and chemical sciences in diagnostics, University of Torino. 
2024-
Teacher of Hematology in the School of Medicine, University of Insubria, Italy
2024- 
Director and member of the organizing committee of the Post-graduate School of Hematology, University of Insubria.
2024- 
Teacher within the Ph.D. Program in Clinical and Experimental Medicine and Medical Humanities, University of Insubria.
Clinical Research activity 

Principal Investigator in >60 clinical trials investigating the role of new drugs for the treatment of patients with chronic lymphocytic leukemia. 

Professional Societies

· Italian Society of Hematology (SIE)

· Italian Society of Experimental Hematology (SIES)

· European Hematology Association (EHA)

· European Research Initiative on CLL (ERIC)

Editorial activity

· Peer reviewer for Journal of Cellular and Molecular Medicine, Cancer Immunology Immunotherapy, European Journal of Hematology, Frontiers in Oncology, Frontiers in Immunology, Oncotarget, Haematologica, Cancers, British Journal of Cancer, Blood Reviews, Clinical and Translational Medicine, Lancet Hematology, Blood, Hemasphere, Journal for ImmunoTherapy of Cancer, Leukemia&Lymphoma, Leukemia.
· Review Editor for Frontiers in Oncology
· Editor for the special issue entitled “CAR T-Cell Therapies in Hematologic Tumors” for the journal Frontiers in Oncology.
· Member of the editorial board of International Journal of Molecular Sciences

Scientific interests

-
Translational and clinical studies in chronic lymphocytic leukemia, indolent lymphomas and multiple myeloma
-
Tumor-related immune dysfunctions and immunomodulatory properties of new targeted drugs in chronic lymphocytic leukemia 

- 
Tumor-microenvironment interactions and mechanisms of drug resistance 

-
Anti-tumor immunotherapy in chronic lymphocytic leukemia, multiple myeloma and other lymphoproliferative disorders.
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